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with the hostile forces ; and here also was a messenger from
Monmouth reminding him of their old friendship and begging
his aid. Churchill dismissed the messenger and sent the letter
to the King.
Monmouth, at the head of some three thousand men and
four guns, had entered Taunton on the i8th. Here he was
received with royal state and lively affection. He was per-
suaded to proclaim himself King, thus confirming William in
his sense of duty to James. The rebel numbers rose to above
seven thousand, and he might have doubled them had he
possessed the arms. His handful of cavalry, under Lord Grey
of Wark, were mounted upon horses mostly untrained or
even unbroken. His infantry were only partly armed with
muskets, and for the rest depended upon scythes fastened on
broomsticks. They had neither more nor less training than
the militia, out of whom, indeed, they were largely composed.
Nevertheless, in their zeal, in their comprehension of the
quarrel, and in their stubborn courage, they were the ore
from which the Ironsides had been forged.
We do not know what happened at Whitehall after Sir
Winston went back to his dwelling, and John, appointed to
the rank of Brigadier-General, set forth upon the Great
West Road. He certainly hoped, and probably expected, that
he would have the command of all the troops available ; but
in this he was disappointed. It may be that his old comrade-
ship with Monmouth was counted against him. Certainly his
own Protestantism and his close local association with the
area affected by a Protestant movement might have caused
misgivings in the Royal Council. At any rate, there were
second thoughts. On June 19 Sunderland wrote to inform
him that the Frenchman Feversham had been appointed
Commander-in-Chief. This was a significant event; Fever-
sham, though twelve years older, had never held Churchill's
commands nor gained his distinction upon the Continent.
Although present both at Maestricht and Enzheim and in
several campaigns, Feversham had been only an observer.
Churchill held an equal rank, and was an English-born soldier.
He resented his supersession, and he knew it could only come
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